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This article argues that 1QpHab 2:5-10 and 1QpHab g:3—7 are later additions to Pesher Habakkuk. As these are the only
passages in Pesher Habakkuk which explicitly refer to “the latter days,” I propose that these additions constitute an
explicitly eschatological literary layer, which was presumably added to Pesher Habakkuk in the Herodian era. This
literary development of Pesher Habakkuk demonstrates that the Pesharim are no static entities, but partake in a living

and fluid interpretative tradition.

GO TO SECTION ™

The Qumran serolls offer invaluable insights into ancient text production. These insights have an important bearing on
theories of the literary development of the Hebrew Scriptures. Hence the plea for cross-fertilization between Hebrew Bible
and Qumran studies.” But cross-fertilization can work both ways. If the scrolls remind us of the material aspects of the
textual development of Scripture, the application of redaction-critical and literary-critical methodology to the scrolls

allows us to trace the development of Second Temple Jewish writings even if these writings exist in only one manuseript.
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