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Abstract

Within a culture of rapidly shifting religious ideas, music of the German-speaking lands
began to slip into obscurity in the sixteenth century. It took the work of a few key players
in an often dangerous climate of reformation to transform music from archaism to
successful high art. Ludwig Senfl (c. 14586-1543) was one of those players, and as
Kapelimeister for Wilhelm IV in Munich, he achieved such musical success that the
sounds emanating from his chapel choir became what Martin Luther would describe as
the best music in all of Germany. Senfl accomplished this through his expansive oguvre,
connections to the highest nobility and the most famous reformers, skill in text setting and
florid polyphonic writing, and most of all his contribution to the crystallization of new
genres, namely the psalm motet. The psalm motet grew out of Josquin Desprez’s (1450-
1521) “experiments” at setting complete psalm texts as Latin motets at the turn of the
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